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Mcneese is the highest ranked tier one louisiana regional 
public university in the south category in two categories according 
to the 2013 Best colleges edition of u.s. news & World report 
– the Best regional universities and the top Public schools. 

the mcneese Athletics department will celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of title ix by inviting all former female student-athletes back to campus 
oct. 13 to attend a tailgate party and to be recognized on the field during 
the cowboys vs. central Arkansas Bears game. 

Plans are also being made to honor the 1997 cowboy football team and 
coaches during the weekend of the mcneese vs. lamar University home 
game on nov. 17. this team brought national recognition to mcneese 
when it played in the division i (FcS) national championship final game in 
chattanooga, tenn. those wanting additional information can contact the 
mcneese ticket office at 337-562-4mSU.  

new admissions 
standards and 
GraD act
McNeese recruiters have been working 
diligently for more than a year to prepare 
high school counselors and prospective 
students for the new Board of Regents’ 
requirements.

The changes for first-time freshmen 
include calculating the high school grade 
point average only on the “core curriculum” 
that increased from 17.5 to 19 units and 
includes an additional natural science 
or math class and a social science class.  
Incoming McNeese freshmen must have 
completed the “core curriculum” with at 
least a 2.0 grade point average and earn a 
minimum score of 20 on the ACT. 

Also effective this fall, students wishing to 
transfer to McNeese had to meet higher 
standards as set by the Board of Regents. 
Transfer students had to complete 
a minimum of 18 hours of college-
level courses including a college level 
English and math course. The previous 
requirement was a completion of 12 or 
more hours.

Due to these changes, a slight decline in 
enrollment for the fall was not unexpected 
and McNeese sees these changes as 
very positive with long-term benefits 
for increasing retention and graduation 
rates. Fall enrollment stands at 8,588 with 
transfer student enrollment down nearly 
20 percent.

GrAd Act Update

The GRAD Act, approved by the 
Legislature in 2010, includes four 
performance objectives—student success, 
articulation and transfer, workforce and 
economic development, and institutional 
efficiency and accountability. 

Each institution has its own targets for 
progress for retention rates, graduation 
rates, passage rates on professional 
licensure exams and other tracked 
measures.

The GRAD Act ties performance to annual 
tuition increases and funding formula 
allocations. McNeese successfully met 
each of its performance targets last year, 
the first year of the program.

2012 – 2013 alumni officers
These alumni association officers were 

installed during the annual spring crawfish 

boil along with board members Kevin 

Caldwell (’93), director of sales, Marketing 

and Customer Care for Cameron 

Communications; Marty DeRouen (’87), 

financial representative for Northwestern 

Mutual Financial Network; Vanessa 

Gauthier (’10, ’12), teacher at Oak Park 

Middle School; Richard Rhoden (’83), 

director of Facilities and Plant Operations 

at McNeese; Brett Bordelon (’06), 

leadership development coordinator 

for the LHC Group; and April Morton 

(’99), Junior League and Calcasieu Parish 

Medical Society Alliance.  

These join the other 14 board 

members, the five immediate past 

alumni presidents and the chair of the 

McNeese Mavericks as voting members. 

The Alumni Board of Directors meets 

monthly to conduct the business of the 

association. New plans for the coming 

year include a first-time ROTC reunion, 

a new five-parish outreach program, a 

newly designed website and an emphasis 

on recruiting and student internships. 

President -  Dr. Ken Moss (’76) 
General Surgeon
Surgical Associates of SW La.

Pres. - elect -  Blake McCaskill (’87) 
Regional President
MidSouth Bank

Treasurer -  Mike Wittler (’73)
Superintendent 
Gravity Drainage District Four

Secretary -  Nickie Vest (’95)    
Independent Consultant
The Pampered Chef

Building for
the future
 From PhIlIP WIllIams - mcNeese state uNIVersIty PresIdeNt

More than $50 million in construction and renovation 
projects are underway on campus. Add that to the recently 
completed $17.8 million Shearman Fine Arts Building Annex, 
the $10.5 million expansion and renovation to the Jack V. 
Doland Field House, a $1.3 million project to revitalize and update the Quad and the 
acquisition of the old Charles Cinema property on Sale Road, and you have quite a 
campus makeover!

A question that I am frequently asked is “How can McNeese afford to have so many 
construction projects underway?” The simple answer is that each of these projects 
has been fully funded almost entirely outside our operating budget.  

For example, the new parking garage resulted from a vote of the students, who 
agreed to tax themselves to the tune of $75 per semester in order to enhance 
pedestrian safety and reduce parking problems.  This three-story facility will hold 
880 vehicles and will be equipped with the latest technology including LED lighting, a 
top-of-the-line security system and digital counters on each level to tell students how 
many parking spots are still available.

The new SEED Center, which is scheduled for completion in March, was funded with 
grants from the parish and from state and federal programs. The 50,341-square 
foot building is located on seven acres of McNeese property on the west side 
of Ryan Street. The SEED Center will centralize economic development and 
entrepreneurial activities for Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron and Jefferson 
Davis parishes and will house the Chamber Southwest Alliance,  the Louisiana Small 
Business Development Center at McNeese as well as accommodations for training, 
conferences and classrooms.

Burton Residence Hall has been demolished and a new residence hall, almost completely 
paid for using FEMA funds related to Hurricane Rita, will be built on that site.

The renovation work on the Band Hall and Kaufman and Chozen halls are all projects 
funded through the state’s capital outlay process.  Another one of these projects, the 
renovation of the Frazar Memorial Library, is expected to begin in January.

Capital projects are different from other forms of spending, because the result 
of a capital project is a state asset in a different form.  In other words, at the end 
of a capital project the state has traded one asset—money—for another asset—a 
building improvement. 

Through the generosity of the McNeese Foundation, we now own nearly five acres 
of property adjacent to the campus that was formerly the site of the Charles Cinema. 
This property is being used as a temporary parking lot while the parking garage is 
under construction. 

I was asked recently whether it was really necessary for us to have to experience so 
many inconveniences at the same time.  My response was that it was a lot like the 
question of whether it was better to pull a BandAid off your skin quickly, or a little 
bit at a time. I’m hoping that if we can survive all these frustrations for the next two 
years, we will emerge with a much stronger, more attractive and more functional 
campus we can appreciate for many years to come.
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Doug Thornton, senior vice president at SMG, the world leader 

in venue management, has been named the 2012 Distinguished 

Alumnus of the Year by the McNeese Alumni Association. 

A former Cowboy quarterback and 1980 general business 

administration graduate, Thornton worked 14 years in the oil and 

gas industry and served three years as president of the Greater 

New Orleans Sports Foundation before joining SMG as general 

manager of the Mercedes-Benz Superdome and the New Orleans 

Arena in 1997. He currently oversees the operation of multiple 

SMG facilities, which include stadiums, arenas and convention 

centers across the nation. 

“I was quite surprised when I received the news about my selection,” 

said Thornton. “It is always nice to be recognized for your efforts, but 

it is a very special honor to receive such a prestigious award from your 

alma mater. It is a very humbling experience when seeing the names 

of the past recipients and to know that you will now be among them.  I 

am so proud to represent the university in this capacity.”   

“Doug has played a key role in the development of the sports and 

entertainment landscape in New Orleans,” according to Joyce 

Patterson, alumni director.

During his tenure at SMG, Thornton has been a leader in producing 

several high profile events including several NFL Super Bowl games, 

NCAA Final Four Championships, two BCS Championship football 

games, the NBA All-Star game, the Essence Music Festival, the 

annual Sugar Bowl Classic and many more. 

He led successful efforts to relocate the NBA New Orleans Hornets 

from Charlotte, N.C., to New Orleans in 2002, led the state’s 2009 

negotiations with the New Orleans Saints - a multi-faceted deal 

that included $85 million in additional Superdome improvements, 

development of Champions Square, a multi-purpose “Entertainment 

District” adjacent to the Dome, and a 15-year extension of the 

Club’s lease that will keep them in New Orleans through 2025.  

During his tenure with SMG, he has greatly expanded the event 

programming options, facility utilization and revenues at the 

Superdome and New Orleans Arena.  

“Doug also led the $336 million renovation and upgrade of the 

Superdome in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, which was 

viewed by the industry as the largest stadium reconstruction project 

in American sports history,” said Patterson. The recovery project was 

completed within one year and led to the Saints return in 2006.  

“Not only did Doug live through the days of turmoil inside the 

Superdome during Hurricane Katrina, but he also championed the 

reconstructing of the dome in the face of those who suggested that 

it be decommissioned,” she added.

“I think going through Hurricane Katrina changed my life in many 

ways,” explained Thornton. “While it was not a pleasant experience 

at all, in many ways it has made me a better person and has been 

very rewarding at the same time.” He said he learned several life 

lessons from the experience:

• Out of disaster comes opportunity – “We went on to not only 

renovate the Superdome, but to also make improvements far 

beyond the initial scope of the repairs.”  

• Unity of purpose/common goal – “If you work together as a team, 

you can accomplish anything. We had one goal, one purpose 

of mind: To re-open the Dome on Sept. 25, 2006, and play a 

football game. We knew failure was not an option.”

• Be prepared to accept life’s challenges – “You never know when 

you are going to be called upon to be a leader or to accept the 

challenges that life may throw at you. Whether it is a natural 

disaster like Katrina, or the loss of a job, a personal illness, or some 

other tragic event in your life, we all must be prepared to step-up 

and accept the challenge.”

Thornton and the SMG staff were presented a 2007 Sugar Bowl 

Hall of Fame Award for their efforts in the Superdome’s recovery 

from Hurricane Katrina. The New Orleans Public Relations 

Society of America named Thornton and his wife, Denise, its 2008 

“Hornblower Award” recipients, while the New Orleans Chapter 

of the National Football Foundation presented Thornton its 

“Distinguished American” Award in 2009.  

2012 distinguished
alumnus of the Year

doug thorNtoN

The distinguished Service Award 
recognizes an alumnus who has given years of personal 
and professional service to the McNeese Alumni 
Association and the university.

A
rkansas native Richard Reid joined McNeese as director of 

the Frazar Memorial Library in 1980. He brought energy 

and a philosophy of community engagement to the library 

and began raising funds to support library programs and activities. 

In 1987, McNeese President Robert Hebert asked Reid to launch 

a new office on campus dedicated to coordinating all fundraising 

activities and, to mark the university’s 50th anniversary in 1989, to 

lead a new fundraising initiative to raise $5 million for the McNeese 

Foundation endowment. 

With Reid working with individuals in the community and with 

leaders from local business and industry, the 50th anniversary 

campaign exceeded its goal, and Reid’s new career as executive 

director of development began. The duties also included 

supervising the alumni and media services offices. He was named 

executive vice president of the McNeese Foundation in 1988.

Twenty-three years later and with a foundation endowment valued 

at more than $50 million, Reid is laying the groundwork for a 

campaign to celebrate the university’s 75th anniversary in 2014.  

He earned his bachelor’s degree in zoology from the University 

of Arkansas, his master’s degree in library science from Louisiana 

State University and a master’s degree in literature from McNeese.

Currently Reid serves as vice president for university advancement 

and directs the fundraising efforts for the McNeese Foundation. 

Alumni Affairs and the McNeese cultural series known as “Banners” 

are in the University Advancement division. His community service 

includes the Calcasieu Arts and Humanities Council, Christus St. 

Patrick Hospital, Calcasieu Historical Association, Lake Charles 

Symphony Society, Salvation Army and the Pioneer Club.

Above:  Richard Reid can frequently be found assisting with or 
participating in golf tournaments that raise funds for the McNeese 
Foundation, alumni association or athletics. The Ray Dingler 
Tournament, hosted by Ron Dingler (‘71), raises funds to support the 
McNeese golf teams.

Out of Disaster Comes

opportunity
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However, she wanted to return to San Diego and accepted a position in the public information office at the 
University of California at San Diego. 

Once again, she and Phil met and joined a local writers’ group. Eight months later they were married. When 
Grant was born, the couple decided to leave California and moved up the Pacific Coast to Port Townsend, 
Wash., where they bought a beach house in Ocean Shores and Phil opened his law practice.

Several years later when Phil’s father became ill, the couple moved closer to their parents who lived in 
North Carolina and Florida. Phil soon began work on his doctorate in health policy and administration at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill while Sandra worked in the UNC Office of Community Medical 
Education. They also spent a year in Atlanta, Ga., where Phil served for one year as a post-doctoral research 
fellow at the Centers for Disease Control. 

When Phil accepted the position as assistant vice president for academic affairs and assistant professor 
of business administration at Gardner-Webb University, they relocated to Boiling Springs, N.C. He later 
became vice president for academic affairs and dean of the college at Methodist College in Fayetteville, 
N.C., and was president of the University of Montevallo in Alabama before accepting the job at McNeese.

Their time in the San Diego writer’s group led to more than just marriage. The couple also began writing careers while in Ocean Shores and they 
remain strong advocates of writing and reading. Together, they wrote a series of six books called The Screech Owl Mysteries. 

“The screech owl is recognized for its multi-colored coat of feathers, and we had been approached by a publisher who wanted a series of 
children’s books that would involve a diverse ethnic group,” she explained. “Phil and I decided to make each book a mystery and it would 
include a Native American, African-American, Asian, Latino, Jewish girl and a hearing impaired girl who signs.” Once the series was completed, 

Many in the Southwest Louisiana community have already met Sandra. Whether she 
and Phil are hosting the Homecoming Court reception or the Golden Scholars Reunion 
in the President’s home or are attending the Calcasieu Community Clinic’s Black 
Tie Fundraiser or one of the numerous events sponsored by the McNeese Banners 
Cultural Series, the Williams enjoy interacting with people. 

And Cowboy fans can spot the couple everywhere on campus. “We try to make as many 
campus and athletic events as we can,” she said. They both share a love for basketball 
and Sandra also enjoys women’s volleyball. 

A native Floridian, Sandra enjoys being in Southwest Louisiana. “This community is 
really special. I love the sense of humor, the food and the hospitality of this area. We 
feel at home here and I am indebted to this community for welcoming us with open 
arms, “ she said.  

In fact, when the Williams arrived in Lake Charles in July 2010 to move into the 
President’s home located across from campus, they discovered that private donors had 
raised funds to help renovate the facility, which was built in 1963. The couple and their 
son, Grant, reside there along with Zorro, their pet Chihuahua, who changed his name 
to Zorreau after moving to South Louisiana! Grant recently graduated cum laude from 
McNeese with a bachelor’s degree in computer science and has been accepted into 
McNeese’s graduate school.

Sandra is a proud graduate of the University of Florida, where she received her 
bachelor’s degree in journalism. One of her first jobs was in the public information 
office of the Department of Commerce for the state of Florida. She then took a job as 
public relations representative for Sea World of Florida, Orlando. 

Here, she found herself in a very unique position - she was the only public relations 
staff member who was trained to work directly with the animals along side the trainers 
and animal care staff. “This allowed me to ride Shamu, the killer whale, to dive and clean 
the shark encounter exhibit, to feed the walruses and to meet Jimmy Buffett during 
the Save the Manatee Campaign.” She also escorted dignitaries such as Great Britain’s 
Prince Andrew and Queen Noor of Jordan around the park.

Next, a promotion took her to the company’s park in San Diego, Calif. It was here that 
she first met Phil, who was an attorney and administrative vice president for Sea World 
Inc. Then, Sandra took a new and challenging position as the first public relations 
manager for the new SeaWorld complex in San Antonio, Texas. She was responsible for 
the marketing and public relations for the company during its start-up period.

Sandra Williams - mcneese’s First lady - 
is a successful career woman, wife and mother, a partner with her husband, Phil, and his work 
as McNeese’s sixth president, and someone who has a true joy for all that life has to offer.

Mcneese Black alumni chapter

The McNeese Black Alumni Chapter 

has presented a $1,000 scholarship to 

Kenneth Esprey Jr., a freshman majoring 

in music. On hand for the presentation 

are Blanche Pete (’74), chapter president, 

Esprey and JoAnna Nixon-Gatlin (’74), 

scholarship committee chairperson.

Mcneese alumni association 

The McNeese Alumni Association made 

a $25,000 donation to the McNeese 

Foundation for endowed scholarships. 

Richard Reid (’87), left, vice president for 

university advancement and executive 

vice president for the foundation, accepts 

the donation from Cheryl Fuselier (’72, 

’80), immediate past alumni president.

Mcneese Houston chapter 

The McNeese Houston Alumni Chapter 

presented a $750 scholarship to 

Ashley Clawson, a nursing major from 

Seven Lakes High School in Katy, Texas. 

Houston Chapter board member Andrea 

Miller (’94), left, recently presented the 

scholarship to Clawson.

scholarships Promote
academic excellence

Mcneese alumni association 

The McNeese Alumni Association has 

donated $15,000 to the President’s 

Development Fund. Alumni Association 

President Dr. Ken Moss (’67), left, 

presented the donation to McNeese 

President Dr. Philip Williams for the 

fund, which is used to support academic 

endeavors of faculty and students.

the publisher asked Sandra to write a 
children’s cookbook for the Northwest 
region. 

Sandra enjoys reading to children and 
has read at several local elementary 
schools. Phil recently read to children who 
attended a special McNeese Bookstore 
event and both have been active with the 
McNeese Write to Excellence Center on 
campus. 

With all of the functions she hosts or 
attends on behalf of the university, how 
does she find time to relax or unwind? “I’ve 
discovered the art of jewelry making,” she 
answered.  

A friend got her started eight years ago. 
“I went out and bought a cheap kit from 
a local store and taught myself how to 
make jewelry,” said Sandra. She enjoys 
searching for beads on her travels and 
has a fondness for beads made during the 
1920s-1960s Vintage period. 

Sandra said she welcomes the many 
opportunities to assist her husband in 
representing the university throughout 
the McNeese community and “looks 
forward to another busy year ahead.”

Cont. from pg. 6

Sandra Williams - 
          mcneese’s First lady
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Building for the Future
More than $50 million in construction 
and renovation projects are underway on 
the McNeese campus and the funding for 
these projects comes from several sources 
including the state capital outlay fund, local 
and federal grants, FEMA and insurance 
settlements, students’ self-generated 
assessments and private donors. 

Campus-wide ADA improvements and elevator upgrades, demolition 
of Pinehaven complex, replacing the heating and air conditioning 
system and installing new lighting in Frasch Hall Annex.

The older portion of the Shearman Fine Arts Building will be 
renovated and updated. The original facility was built in 1950 with 
an extension added in 1962. Named for Flora I. and Thomas B. 
Shearman Sr. in 1991, the 56,000-square foot building houses the 
220-seat Ralph Squires Recital Hall, built in the 1950s and named 
for the former dean of fine arts in 1963, the band rehearsal hall, 
built in 1982, and the Abercrombie Exhibition Gallery named in 
memory of Lillie Frank Abercrombie in 1983. 

The Band Rehearsal Hall was built in 1982 and has been 
completely gutted for this $1.7 million project to reconfigure the 
space to improve the acoustical treatments, lighting, heating and 
air conditioning units and make ADA improvements. This project 
is expected to be completed for spring 2013.

The McNeese Foundation has facilitated the purchase of nearly 
five acres of property adjacent to the campus that was formerly 
the site of the Charles Cinema. This property is being used 
as a temporary parking lot while the parking garage is under 
construction. 

Other recently acquired property includes the former cleaners on 
Ryan Street and Miller House of Sports on Common Street.

A., C. – John McNeese Park
A formal ribbon cutting for the John McNeese 
Memorial Park will be held this fall. The area 
features a statue of the renowned educator and 
university namesake, and new sidewalks, seating 
areas, landscaping and lighting have been added that 
complement the recently completed Quad renovation. 

F. – Kaufman Hall 
The $6.5 million project to 
renovate the original academic 
and administrative building has 
been underway for more than a year. 
When finished it will have new lighting, floors, ceilings, a 
new elevator, complete ADA compliance, and a new heating 
and cooling system for the three-story building that houses 
the classrooms and offices for the College of Liberal Arts 
and academic support departments.

G. – Library
Renovations to the Frazar Memorial Library will begin in spring 
2013 and are expected to continue for 22 months.  In order to move 
this extensive project along at an expeditious pace, the library will be 
closed in November and a temporary library facility will be located in 
Parra Ballroom for the duration of this two-year project.

The project will improve lighting, make necessary ADA 
accommodations, repair and replace flooring and install new ceilings. 
Named for the first president of McNeese, the original building was 
completed in 1961 and a four-story addition was added in 1974.

For information on accessing library resources during the 
renovation, visit http://libguides.mcneese.edu/renovation.

I. – Chozen Hall
Chozen Hall, named for area businessman and philanthropist David Chozen, is a former 

residence hall. It is being revitalized and will reemerge as a new one-stop shop for prospective 
students bringing together several offices currently located in three buildings. Phase I is 

complete and Phase II includes repairing and replacing all finishes, modifying old shower rooms 
for restrooms, installing an elevator and repartitioning dorm rooms into offices, meeting and 

reception areas. 

H. – SEED Center 
Located on seven acres of McNeese property 
on the west side of Ryan Street, this is a joint 
project with the Calcasieu Parish Police 
Jury, the Chamber Southwest Alliance for 
the five-parish area, the city of Lake Charles 
and McNeese State University to centralize 
economic development and entrepreneurial 
activities for Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, 
Cameron and Jefferson Davis parishes. 

The 50,341-square foot SEED Center will 
house the Chamber Southwest Alliance, 10 
business incubator sites, the Louisiana Small 
Business Development Center at McNeese, 
IMCAL, Workforce Investment Board, as well 
as accommodations for training, conferences 
and classrooms.

D., E. – Burton Residence Hall
In 2005, Hurricane Rita took a toll on the five-story Burton 
Residence Hall. The 95,000-square foot building never 
reopened. It has been leveled and a new, three-story, 
55,223-square foot residence hall will be rebuilt on the same 
site. The majority of funding for this $7.2 million project 
is coming from a FEMA settlement and the new 148-bed 
residence hall will be ready for occupancy in August 2013.
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B. – Parking Garage
The parking garage will be completed in early 2013. 
Students voted during the spring 2011 semester to add a 
$75 fee per student per semester in order to pay for the 
parking garage.

The three-story parking garage will hold 880 vehicles. It 
will have LED lighting, an extensive security system and 
each level will be equipped with a digital counter that will 
tell students how many parking spots are still available.

The new structure is located on the site of the former 
band practice field off Common Street between Vermilion 
and Cameron drives and will have five entrances and exits. 
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Other projects include:
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While I had my fair share of travel 
before this trip, I had never been 
exposed to the world like I did 
when I traveled overseas. I matured 
as a person, my interpersonal 
communication skills improved and 
my view of the world expanded. 
When I returned home, I had a new 
perspective on everything and had 
made some lifelong friendships.

I traveled to Geelong to serve as an 
intern for the youth group of Moolap 
Baptist Church that summer. The 
youths that I worked with were 
absolutely incredible and I quickly 
picked up on the local dialect. “No 
worries,” “good on ya” and “brekkie” 
quickly became new words in my 
vocabulary, replacing their American 
counterparts of “no problem,” “good 
job/way to go” and “breakfast” 

respectively. “Maccas” was always 
offered up as a place to eat dinner, 
which was short for McDonald’s!

Despite the different dialects and 
local jokes, these Aussie youths were 
just like American teenagers.

They played sports for their 
secondary college (high school), they 
were involved in clubs and on debate 
teams, they struggled with their 
image, what to do with their life, how 
to find their way and needed guidance 
in how to love the Lord and live their 
life for Him in the midst of all of the 
pressures from their society. I was 
pleasantly surprised to discover how 
much our cultures were similar.

While there were some differences 
that I knew I would encounter, like 

the use of the metric system, there 
were several other issues I was not 
prepared for. I had to learn not to 
“look left, right, then left again” when 
crossing the street, but rather the 
opposite direction, or risk getting hit 
by a car. It did not take me long to 
miss the luxury of a long, hot shower. 
In Australia, residents are strongly 
encouraged to use small amounts of 
water due to frequent droughts and 
water shortages. 

I also quickly learned that you get 
weird looks here if you take your 
shoes off when going through airport 
security (which apparently is not 
part of Australia’s airport security 
procedure). 

As a mass communication major here 
at McNeese, I was keenly interested 
in how the Australian media covered 
events. One of the biggest news 
stories while I was there was the BP 
oil spill out in the Gulf of Mexico. I sat 
alongside an Aussie family while we 
watched a two-hour special report 
on the oil spill. I soon began to cry. 
This event – this disaster – was too 
close to my heart. I was witnessing the 
culture, heritage and way of life of my 
home state being destroyed and I felt 
helpless as I sat there so far away. 

As I watched, I noticed how well the 
story was reported. Many of the facts 
presented had not been reported yet 
by any American news sources, and 
these were facts that I knew my family 
back home had not yet heard, either. 
I was amazed. There I sat, thousands 
of miles from home, receiving facts 
about a natural disaster in my own 
backyard that had not been reported 
in American news yet. What is wrong 
with this picture?

 I also observed that news stations did 
not seem to be partial to one political 
party over another - they strictly 
reported the facts. While I was there, 
I witnessed a historical moment in 
Australia’s history. On June 24, 2010, 

Julia Gillard became Australia’s 27th 
Prime Minister and the first female 
to hold the office. Like American 
politics, I heard many comments of 
what people thought of her – good, 
bad and ugly. 

However, in contrast to American 
politics, I found that all Australian 
citizens seemed to be truly interested 
and up-to-date with the campaigns 
and lives of their political leaders. 
Then I found out why – in Australia, 
citizens are required by law to vote. If 
you are over the age of 18 and do not 
vote, a penalty is imposed. Can you 
imagine the debate about the passage 
of such a law in the U.S.?

When I returned to the states, I 
noticed the small changes that 
followed me here. I woke up that 
first morning at home and wondered 
what’s for brekkie and found myself 
looking for my “sunnies” (sunglasses) 
before I drove through Maccas to pick 
up lunch.

Along with my new lingo, there were 
so many other things that I wish I 
could have taken home with me. The 
scenery was beautiful – I got to see 
the Pacific Ocean and the Sydney 
Opera House. I also could not get over 
Tim-Tams Slams (a popular cookie 
treat) and I would love to be able to 
book a flight for $1 here in the U.S. 
like you could in Australia. (Yes, really.)

When someone asks about my 
summer in Australia, I always struggle 
with where to start and what to share. 
I’ve come to realize that my story is 
not just about the bigger picture, but 
rather it was all of the little things that 
made up my life-changing journey.

Brittany Benoit is a senior in mass 
communication and will graduate in 
may. She already holds an Associate 
of General Studies degree with a 
concentration in visual arts from 
mcneese. She is a fall intern in the 
mcneese office of Public relations.

My Life-Changing Summer in Australia
Serving on a mission trip to Geelong, Victoria, Australia, during the summer of 2010 changed my life. After being 
9,162.3 miles – and 19.2 hours – away from home for eight weeks on my own, it is a fair assessment to say that 
the girl that returned to Lake Charles, Louisiana, was not the same girl that left.

Brittany Benoit, a mass communication and visual arts senior, took time for sightseeing at 
the Pacific Ocean along the southern coast of Australia while she served as an intern for 
the Moolap Baptist Church Youth Group in Geelong, Victoria, Australia
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Dwight Bertrand, an 

instructor in the Harold 

and Pearl Dripps Department 

of Agricultural Sciences at 

McNeese, is on the phone 

fielding questions in his 

office at Gayle Hall while two 

former McNeese graduates—

Don Foreman of Iowa and 

Casey Fruge of Lake Arthur—

wait their turn to talk to him.
“Let me tell you what kind of recruiter this 
guy is,” volunteered Foreman. “I was a retired 
attorney and he talked me into coming back 
to school to get an animal science degree. 
He’s good!”

Bertrand, a retired U.S. Air Force Colonel 
with 25 years of service, loves McNeese and 
is happy to tell his story about his second 
career as a recruiter and an instructor for his 
department and the university.

 “I’m from Elton and received my degree in 
agribusiness from Louisiana State University,” 
he said sheepishly. “But five of my eight 
siblings attended McNeese and all three of 
my children – Sophie, Mac and Stephanie – 
attended McNeese. So my heart is here!”

While at LSU, he was commissioned an Air 
Force second lieutenant through ROTC, and 
after graduation, it was off to the Air Force. 
“I told my wife, Julie, that it would only be for 
about four or five years and then we could 
go back to Elton and farm. But we loved the 
Air Force and we had a good 25 years.” He 
served as a radar navigator for B52s and as 
a Titan II Intercontinental Ballistic Missile 
crew commander. He retired in 1995 from 
Barksdale Air Force Base in Shreveport, and 
then he and Julie finally returned to Elton.

“When I returned to this area, I wanted 
to give back to McNeese—my children all 
had great experiences here. The McNeese 
staff and faculty treated my children like 
family especially Sophie and Mac while I was 
stationed in Shreveport,” he said. 

He got a job at McNeese in purchasing back 
in 1995 and then had the opportunity to work 
in the recruiting office in 1999. “It was easy 
to sell a product you believed in. I believe in 
the McNeese product and that’s why I love to 
recruit students.” 

As a recruiter, Bertrand said he soon learned 
that teachers were the connection to 
recruiting students. “If you sell the teachers 
on your university, listen to them and work 
with them, then your job as a recruiter 
becomes a little easier.” 

Four years later, an opportunity opened up 
in the agricultural sciences department to 
teach. However, he continues to recruit for the 
department as well as the College of Science. 
Bertrand visited almost 40 high schools in 
Louisiana and Texas last year. “I talk to students 
in the high school agriculture programs—
letting them know what our department and 
this great university have to offer.” he said. 

Bertrand said the faculty members in his 
department are “a team that brings hands-on 
experience in the agriculture industry into 
their classrooms and this is what makes our 
department attractive to students interested 
in agricultural sciences. 

“We run our own farms, have our own 
livestock and are active in various 
professional organizations,” explained 
Bertrand, who is currently treasurer of 
Beefmaster Breeders United and past 
president of the Louisiana Beefmaster 
Breeders Association.

He also pointed out that the department’s alumni 
are also actively engaged in the recruiting efforts. 
“Our alumni are our best ambassadors for our 
department and this university,” said Bertrand. 
“They are excited about what we are doing here 
in the department and work with us to recruit 
students.”

For the past two years, McNeese President 
Philip Williams has been telling faculty that 

dwight Bertrand, center, offers 
encouragement to first-time agricultural 
sciences majors Hailey Perry, left,  of 
opelousas and Alana Gustafson of  
chepachet, r.i. 

Ambling, a property corporation that 
manages mcneese’s housing, worked to 
match Gustafson, whose father is a police 
officer, with Perry, whose father works 
with the louisiana State Police. 

“we are all recruiters. Every encounter with a 
student is a retention opportunity.”

Bertrand said, “At McNeese, we all work 
together to make this happen. If I’m 
recruiting a student and have a question 
for someone in the registrar’s office or in 
financial aid, I just pick up the phone and help 
is there.”

He cited this example. “I get a call from 
the Admissions and Recruiting Office that 
a young lady from Rhode Island wants to 
visit the campus because she’s interested 
in agricultural sciences and would I talk 
with her. She arrives with her dad, a 
police officer, and tours the campus, asks 
questions and makes the decision to come 
here. At the end of the day, her dad said to 
me, ‘I was hoping that after this visit she 
would want to stay closer to home, but after 
visiting with the McNeese folks, I wish I 
were joining her here.” 

Agricultural sciences instructor Dwight 
Bertrand, from left, discusses assignments for 
one of his agricultural marketing courses with 
agricultural sciences students Taylor Bellard of 
Eunice and Tam Winston of Vidalia.

Recruiting 
Matters

page

11



page

12

McNeese AluMNi AssociAtioN
mcneesealumni.com  Vol. 60 Issue 1-Fall 2012

McNeese AluMNi AssociAtioN
mcneesealumni.com  Vol. 60 Issue 1-Fall 2012

Butch Alsandor, a 1981 radio 

and television graduate of 

McNeese, currently serves 

as sports director/anchor 

for KHOU 11News, the CBS 

affiliate in Houston, the fourth 

largest metropolitan area in 

the United States. 

During his 34-year career in 

sports journalism, Butch has 

covered seven Super Bowls, 

the 2005 Houston Astros 

World Series against the White 

Sox, the Rockets winning two 

NBA titles, plus he interviewed 

Michael Jordan when he went 

to spring training with the 

Chicago White Sox.  

So how is it that this seasoned 

sportscaster ended up at 

the White House recently 

interviewing First Lady 

Michelle Obama?

It all started when Alsandor 

was in the gym working out 

and his station called to tell 

him that he would be going to 

the White House to interview 

the First Lady about her 

health initiative, “Let’s Move,” 

a comprehensive program 

launched by Mrs. Obama 

and dedicated to solving the 

challenge of childhood obesity 

within a generation.

“One of the First Lady’s 

communications people is from 

Houston and had been on a  

high school basketball team 

I did a story on years ago. He 

remembered me and that is 

pretty much how it happened,” 

said Butch. 

“The day I was to conduct the 

interview I was nervous so I 

woke up early to have breakfast 

and go over my notes,” he 

continued. “Then the worst 

possible thing happened - the 

cap on my front chipped tooth 

fell off. Can you imagine going to 

interview the First Lady of the 

United States with a chipped 

tooth? I completely forgot about 

being nervous. After all, what 

else could happen?”

Once through security, 

Alsandor was shown around the 

grounds of the White House. 

He got to stand with White 

House staffers as President 

Obama honored the MLS 

Champion L.A. Galaxy soccer 

team. “It’s a little unsettling to 

look up and see the leader of 

the ‘free world’ standing 20 

feet in front of you.” 

Later he was escorted to the 

“China Room” to wait until 

he was called in to interview 

Mrs. Obama. “Through my 

research and preparation I had 

discovered that we shared the 

same birthday, so I mentioned 

this to her and it was quite the 

icebreaker,” he stated. 

The First Lady was very 

pleasant and easy to speak 

with, according to Alsandor. “I 

kept trying not to smile with a 

broken tooth.”  However, he did 

manage to prominently display 

his clipboard with the McNeese 

logo during the interview that 

aired nationwide.

The Obamas are not the first 

famous people Butch has 

met. When he was single, he 

appeared on two segments of 

the Oprah Winfrey show called 

“Single Men of TV News.” 

Oprah then instructed her 

audience to write letters to the 

guy they would like to have a 

date with. “I had no idea what I 

was getting into. For awhile the 

mail was nonstop.

“Today, I wish I had kept all 

the letters - it would make for 

a hilarious book,” he added. 

“Once I was married, I told my 

wife the ‘Oprah’ experience let 

me know a good thing when I 

saw one.” 

His love of sports can be traced 

back to his days at McNeese 

where he played defensive 

end for the Cowboys. He 

recently served as master of 

ceremonies for the roast of 

legendary McNeese sports 

information director Louis 

Bonnette, who retired after 46 

years at the university.

real Commitment 
Pays off with First lady Interview

“I have been very fortunate to have a 

career in broadcasting and the support I 

received at McNeese, both on and off the 

field, was invaluable to me,” he explained.

Originally, Butch – an Opelousas Catholic 

High School graduate - thought he would 

go to the University of Southwestern 

Louisiana (now the University of Louisiana 

at Lafayette) and major in print journalism. 

“But when I stepped on the USL campus, 

the recruiters were ignoring me and giving 

all the attention to some recruits from 

California. That was pretty much when I 

decided to attend McNeese and major in 

radio and television,” Alsandor said.

 “I played football under Coach Jack 

Doland and we always had a great 

relationship – he would always tell me, ‘If 

you ever need anything, just call.’ By the 

time I was ready to graduate, Dr. Doland 

had become the president of McNeese. 

Although I had interned at the local 

television station (KPLC), I knew that 

there were not many jobs available in my 

field, so I decided to stop by and see Dr. 

Doland,” Butch said.

“When I went by his office, the secretary 

told him that I was there and he came right 

out to see me and told me to come in and 

have a seat. We talked for a while and then 

Dr. Doland picked up the phone and called 

the owner of the TV station. He got my foot 

in the door and said the rest was up to me. 

This is why I always consider McNeese’s 

motto of ‘Excellence with a Personal Touch’ 

to be the way that McNeese does business,” 

he said.

When asked what advice he would give 

students majoring in mass communication, 

Butch replied, “If you think this is what 

you want to do, take a shot at it but have 

a solid backup plan in mind. Remember, 

that the broadcast market – especially 

television - is very competitive. Early on, 

you will have to work at a small station, 

with very little pay, to eventually get 

to where you want to go. It takes real 

commitment.”  The kind that took Butch to 

the White House

Butch Alsandor interviews First Lady Michelle Obama about 
her “Let’s Move” initiative. Note the Cowboy clipboard in Butch’s hand.

Butch played defensive end 
for the Cowboys.

Get Involved – Top 10 list
the following are 10 ways that alumni can help support 

mcneese State University:
1.  Hire McNeese students.

2.  Volunteer to be a guest speaker for a student 

organization on campus.

3.  Provide an internship for a McNeese student.

4.  Contribute to the Alumni Annual Fund.

5.   Recruit a student to attend McNeese.

6.   Attend McNeese events.

7.   Establish an endowed scholarship.

8.   Help mentor a McNeese student.

9.   Geaux Blue on Fridays. 

10. Purchase a McNeese Louisiana license plate.

Alumni can support their alma mater in many different ways. 

This includes serving as board members, volunteers, donors and 

advocates for the university. 

If you would like to get involved, contact the alumni office at alumni@

mcneese.edu or 337-475-5232.

CHRISTUS St. Patrick 
Hospital has donated 
$5,000 to the McNeese 
Alumni Association to help 
sponsor 2012 Homecoming 
activities. Dr. Ken Moss, 
(’76) alumni president (from 
left), accepts the donation 
from CHRISTUS St. Patrick 
Hospital representatives 
Heather Hidalgo, 
director of marketing and 
communications, and Donald 
H. Lloyd II, administrator.
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tuesday, oct. 23

Past Alumni Presidents’ 

Reception held at McNeese 

President’s home. 

reception

Friday, oct. 26, 40th Annual Alumni and Friends Homecoming Golf Tournament,

four-man scramble with a noon shotgun start, Mallard Cove Golf Course.

Entry Fee is  $450 per team or $120 per person, which includes green fees, carts, mulligan, door 

prizes, food and beverages, and ditty bags. There is a 36-team limit. Teams are flighted by overall 

score without handicaps. Prizes are then awarded to the first place team in each flight as well as 

to winners for longest drive and closest to the hole. 

To register, go online at www.mcneesealumni.com/golf2012 or call 337-475-5232.  

golf tournament

Saturday, oct. 27, A band reunion will be 

held at 1 p.m. at the practice field. Check out 

“Pride of McNeese Marching Band Alumni” 

Facebook page for more info.  

Pre-game tailgate activities in the Alumni 

Grove will be held 4-6:30 p.m. for Rowdy 

Cardholders and Petrochem Members. Pre-

game will also feature a pumpkin patch for 

photos with Rowdy. 

Saturday, oct. 20

33rd Annual Ladies 

Champagne Bingo. Doors 

open at 10 a.m.; games begin 

at 11 a.m.  Tickets must be 

purchased in advance. This 

year’s theme for Champagne 

Bingo is “80s for the Ladies.”

Area businesses play an important role in 

strengthening McNeese when they become an alumni 

association sponsor, according to Joyce Patterson, 

alumni director. “These sponsorships help defray the 

cost of alumni programs and events, which allows the 

donations to the Alumni Annual Fund to be used to 

better help support the needs of the university.”  

Sponsorships include advertising and ticket 

benefits for the company. The sponsorship 

categories include: title event - $5,000; corporate 

- $1,000; and associate - $500. Anyone interested 

in a sponsorship can contact the alumni office at 

337-475-5232.

2012–2013 sponsors are:

title event – HomecominG WeeK

 CHRISTUS St. Patrick Hospital

corPorAte

 Coyote Blues Fresh Mexican Grill

 First Federal Bank of Louisiana

 Jeff Davis Bank

 Lake Charles Rubber and Gasket

 Lake Charles Toyota

 L’Auberge Casino Resort Lake Charles

 Meyer & Associates

 Raising Cane’s

ASSociAte

 Advanced MRI

 Alfred Palma, LLC

 Gordon’s Pharmacy and Fine Gifts

 McElroy, Quirk & Burch CPAs

 MidSouth Bank

 Sabine Pools, Spas and Furniture

 Sanders Pediatric Dentistry

 Southside Machine Works, Inc.

 Scalisi, Myers & White (APC)

sponsorships support mcNeese

FaQ
For information on all Homecoming events, contact 

the alumni office at 337-475-5232 or by email at 

alumni@mcneese.edu.
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mcNeese
homecoming

2012

game day events

For the ladies

thursday, oct. 25, Homecoming parade, pep rally 

and fireworks display, which is sponsored annually 

by the McNeese Alumni Association.  Activities 

kick off at 7 p.m. with the parade.

Parade, Pep rally, Fireworks

7 p.m.
Cowboys vs. the 
Lumberjacks of
Stephen F. Austin  
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Since the McNeese Alumni Association 

launched the alumni online community two 

and a half years ago, it has seen over 2,300 

alumni register and update their profiles. 

The alumni office is now able to email a 

monthly e-newsletter to these graduates, 

keeping them informed of McNeese events and 

news, according to Stephanie Clark, assistant 

alumni director. “In an effort to make the site 

more content driven, easier to navigate and 

have a cleaner look, the website is undergoing 

a complete redesign.” 

A new class notes section will be available for 

alumni to post news about marriages, births, 

new jobs and promotions, and videos, such 

as the McNeese band performing “Joli Blon,” 

will be added to the site and updated regu-

larly, along with photos from alumni events. 

“Information about alumni travel opportuni-

ties, donor benefits and upcoming events will 

also continue to be listed on the site,” said 

Clark.  “You can find the alumni page at www.

mcneesealumni.com.” 

Alumni can make secure donations online by 

using their credit cards.

Clark said the alumni association hopes to 

launch the new site by Homecoming. “The cost 

of printing and mailing to 30,000 alumni has 

become too costly. By providing headlines of 

the month’s top news with links to access the 

full story, it allows each recipient to read only 

those items of interest,” she explained.  

She said other ways to connect with McNeese 

include Facebook at www.facebook.com/

McNeeseAlumni or www.facebook.com/Mc-

NeeseStateU, and “The Official McNeese State 

University Alumni Group” in Linkedin.

Due to the increase in printing and postage 
costs, future alumni newsletters will only be 

mailed to graduates who have contributed to the 
Alumni Annual Fund.  

A monthly e-newsletter is sent to all McNeese graduates 
who have an email address on file with the Alumni Office.  

You can update your email address by sending your full 
name (including maiden) and class year to alumni@
mcneese.edu
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